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To prepare your property for sale: Focus on decluttering, depersonalizing, making needed 

repairs, and enhancing curb appeal. Staging the property will help showcase its best features 

and attract a broader range of buyers. A deep cleaning (especially if you have pets) can also 

improve your home's attractiveness. Work with a trusted local realtor who knows best the 

market you will appeal to and how to accomplish the following prior to listing: 

Declutter: Remove excess furniture, personal items, and unnecessary belongings to create a 

spacious and welcoming atmosphere. Included here are 

games, excess books, toiletries, table and countertop 

clutter, seasonal decorations and where possible 

anything you intend to remove from the property if the 

property is being sold furnished with exceptions. Make the most of your square footage. 

Depersonalize: Remove personal items like family photos, and extensive collections of 

memorabilia, artwork, hobbies, pet paraphernalia and the like to allow potential buyers to 

envision themselves in the space they hope to occupy. Clean out closets leaving only the 

essentials. 

Address any potential home inspection issues: Fix leaky faucets, repair damaged walls, 

have the HVAC and the hot water heater inspected, make sure the fireplace is clean and 

operational, replace light bulbs as needed, check to be sure all windows and doors work 

properly, and discuss with your realtor how to address other issues that could deter potential 

buyers. Bear in mind that all “material facts” must be disclosed in a listing. A Residential 

Property Disclosure helps identify potential issues. The objective here is to identify problems 

before they become deal-breakers.  

Improve Curb Appeal to Prevent Drive-By Disappointment: Wash windows, pressure wash 

the exterior porches, decks, and siding if needed. Brighten the landscaping and the lawn. Clean 

the front door (or repaint it if needed) and change the old welcome mat.   

First Impressions Make All the Difference: Let your realtor help with suggestions like 

arranging furniture to maximize traffic flow, adding decorative touches and lighting. Buyers are 

looking for light and airy living spaces, not museums or mausoleums. Thoroughly clean and 

neutralize odors throughout the property, particularly if a pet has been in residence. This 

includes kitchen, bathrooms and other high traffic areas. Clean the grout in tiled showers and on 

floors. Ensure the carpets are cleaned, the oven and refrigerator are deep cleaned, and the 

drawers are organized. No signs of spider webs, mouse droppings, or other animal traces to 

ensure a clean environment. 

A knowledgeable local Realtor is Critical to a Successful Transaction: Sugar Mountain 

Realty agents can provide valuable guidance and market expertise, work tirelessly in your 

interest to determine a competitive price for the property and market the property with 

professional photography, video, and the broadest internet reach possible. 

 



Not quite ready to sell? Many of these same tips can help make your property more 

welcoming and appealing as a rental. 

Your goal is to create a warm, comfortable home away from home for your guests. Focus on 

making a great first impression: ensure everything works properly, provide clean and inviting 

bedding, use high-quality mattresses and pillows, replace worn furniture, and remove personal 

clutter and memorabilia. 

For more guidance, contact the team at Dereka’s High Country Vacations 

(www.vacationsugar.com). With years of experience helping homeowners prepare their 

properties for guests, they can visit your property and offer personalized recommendations to 

help ensure a comfortable, enjoyable stay. 
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